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SAN JOAQUIN HEALTH DISTRICT TWENTY YEARS OLD 


The San Joaquin Local Health District was founded 


March 1, 1923, the only such district that has ever 


been organized in California under the Local Health 
District Act. Dr. John J. Sippy has been the direc- 
tor of the district since its beginning and three of 
the original salaried employees are still with the 


organization. Curtis C. Woodward of Lodi, president 


and City Manager W. B. Hogan of Stockton have 
been reelected annually as chief officers of the district. 


‘The early years of its organization were marked | 


with difficulties. A group of individuals attacked the 
legality of the act under which the district is organ- 
ized and for a whole year the funds of the unit were 
tied up because of an injunction that had been issued. 
Local service clubs, banks, other organizations and 
individuals came to the rescue, advancing funds for 
the maintenance of activities, pending the decision of 
the court. Employees accepted a cut of 50 per cent 
in their salaries, but not a single individual left the 
employ of the district during this trying period. 

On May 1, 1924, the State Supreme Court declared 
that the law under which the district operates is con- 


stitutiénal. Loans were repaid and merchants who 
had extended local credit to the district and its © 


employees received full compensation. It is to the 


credit of the people of San Joaquin County that they | 


remained active in their support of this local health 
organization. The proponents of the district assumed 
the position that the organization was necessary, indis- 
pensable in fact, and this strong feeling of confidence 
helped to keep the organization intact under tremen- 
dous handicaps. 

Outstanding accomplishments have been achieved 
in the 20 years of service that has been provided to 


the people of San Joaquin County. Deaths from 
typhoid fever and diphtheria, which 20 years ago 
were frequent, have now become extremely rare. The 
tuberculosis death rate and infant mortality rate for 


the county have been reduced 50 per cent and the 


maternal mortality rate has been reduced almost to 
the vanishing point. 

In 1985 the San Joaquin Local Health District 
won the National Health Conservation award in a 
contest sponsored by the United States Chamber of 
Commerce and the American Public Health Associa- 
tion. The city of Lodi also won the National City 
Health Conservation Contest for maintaining the most 
efficient health service of any city, under 20,000 popu- 
lation, in the United States. For many years public 
health officers from other States have been drawn to 
the San Joaquin Local Health District because of its 
remarkable organization and outstanding perform- 
ances in public health administration. 


Dr. Sippy, who has served as health officer of the 
district for the full 20 years of its existence, is one of 
the outstanding public health authorities of the 


United States. The congratulations of the staff of the © 


California State Department of Public Health are 
extended to Dr. Sippy and his staff because of the 
valuable contributions that they have made toward 
the maintenance of high public health standards and 
accomplishments in California. | 


Victory can not be bought with any amount of 
money, however large; victory is achieved by the blood 
of soldiers, the sweat of working men and women, and 
the sacrifices of all people—Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
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OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES ANNIVERSARY 
On February 18, 1848, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes 


first read his paper entitled ‘‘The Contagiousness of — 


Puerperal Fever’’ before the Boston Society for Med- 
ical Improvement, starting a crusade for the control 


of this important factor in maternal mortality, that 
is still being waged. Dr. Holmes was 34 years of age 


when he wrote this famous paper. He had already — 


achieved a reputation as a writer of prize medical 
eSSays. 

At the time of its first reading in 1843 deaths from 
childbed fever were never less than 10 per cent and in 


- some instances were as high as 90 per cent. It is 


still the largest single factor in the cause of maternity 
deaths, but last year there were only about 3,000 


deaths from this cause out of approximately 2,000,000 
confinements. 
Dr. Holmes was the center of bitter attacks baths. 


ing the issuance of this paper. Many of the best. 


physicians of that day preferred to attribute deaths 


from puerperal fever to accident or to Providence. 
Holmes, however, believed that if a large group of 


cases occurred simultaneously in the practice of a 
single practitioner, that fact alone indicated con- 
tagiousness of the disease. He virtually eliminated 
chance and in fact offered indisputable proof that the 
disease was transmissible. While Dr. Holmes gave 
credit to earlier observers who assumed that the dis- 
ease could be carried from one patient to another, he 
is the first observer who established proof that the 


disease is primarily a communicable disease. In his 


essay, Dr. Holmes stated, ‘‘The pestilence carrier of 
the lying-in chamber must look to God for pardon, 
for man will never forgive him.’’ 

This remarkable man who later became the author 


of ‘‘The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table’’ was the 


father of his namesake who become Chief Justice of 
the United States Supreme Court, one of the most 
ereatly beloved and distinguished of all American 
jurists. 


SANTA BARBARA COUNTY WINS HEALTH 
CONSERVATION CONTEST 


Santa Barbara County has attained a place in the 
1942 National Health Honor Roll of counties that 
maintain highest standards of public health service. 
The contest, sponsored by the U. 8. Chamber of Com- 
merce and the American Public Health Association, 
is held annually and is open to all counties of the 
United States that enjoy the services of local chambers 
of commerce. 

The award is much coveted and Santa Barbara 
County is to be congratulated upon achieving a prize 
in this nation-wide contest. 


PROCEDURE TO ESTABLISH FACT OF 
BIRTH SIMPLIFIED 


The procedure to register births by court action in 
California has been simplified by Chapter 12, Statutes 
of 1943. The present procedure provides: 


1. A verified petition may be filed with the county 
clerk of the county in which the applicant now 
resides, or in which he was born, upon the pay- 
ment of the fee of three dollars. Forms for 
petitions are not provided as each petition must 
be devised to fit each individual case. 


2. The clerk, with the consent of the court, will set 


a place and date of hearing not less than five | 


days, nor more than 10 days, after the filing. 


_. 8. A copy of the petition, together with the notice 


of place and date of hearing, must be filed with 
the district attorney of the county in which the 
action is brought. If he so desires, he may 
appear and oppose the making of the order. 


4, The hearing may take place either in open court 


or in chambers. For cause, the date of the hear- 


ing may be delayed beyond the 10 day period. 
If there is more than one superior court judge in 
the county in which the petition has been filed, 
the hearing shall be assigned to the probate 
department. 
). The order establishing the fact of birth, death, 
or marriage shall be made upon the blank pre- 


seribed and furnished by the State Registrar of 


Vital Statistics and shall include only one birth, 
death, or marriage. 


6. A certified copy of the order must be filed with 


the State Registrar of Vital Statistics at Sacra- 
mento. A second verified copy of the order must 


be filed with the local registrar of vital statistics _ 


of the district in which the birth occurred. In 
the case of marriages, this registrar will be the 
county recorder. The process of registration is 
not complete until certified copies of the order 
have been filed in both places. The order filed 
with the local registrar must be accompanied by 
a delayed certificate of birth, the form for which 
may be found attached to the court order. 


DINING CARSANITATION 


The tremendous impetus given to railroad travel 
because of war conditions has greatly increased prob- 
lems associated with the maintenance of dining car 


service. At the request of railroad authorities, 


investigations were made during March of dining cars 
in terminals at both Oakland and Los Angeles. 
Efforts are being made to thoroughly clean all dining 
cars between trips and additional personnel and facili- 
ties have been provided for this purpose. Equipment 
is being repaired and replaced, if necessary. Com- 
missary and food supplies are found in good condi- 
tion, generally. The United States Public Health 
Service is cooperating with the State Department of 
Public Health in the investigations undertaken. 
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RABIES REPORTED 


Rabies, since the first of the year, has been more 
prevalent than usual in Fresno, Kern and Monterey 
Counties. The situation in Monterey County became 
so acute, however, that it became necessary for the 
State Board of Public Health, at the request of the 
Monterey County Health Officer, to place a quaran- 
tine upon dogs and cats in an area comprising most 
the county. 

In Fresno County last year, 50 positive cases and 
39 clinical cases of animal rabies were reported, and 
during the first 10 weeks of this year, 16 positive and 
7 clinical cases in animals were reported. So far, the 
local authorities have been able to control rabies 
within the county, making unnecessary the — 
tion of a State quarantine. 

In Kern County, because the disease was reported 
from seven different areas, local quarantines were 
established and enforced rigidly. Excellent results 
are being obtained in Kern County through enforce- 
ment of local control measures. 


ENFORCED ISOLATION OF THE 
RECALCITRANT TUBERCULOUS 


On March 20, 50 superintendents of tuberculosis 
sanatoria, district attorneys, social workers and health 
officers attended a conference on the enforced isolation 
of the recalcitrant tuberculous in the Los Angeles 
office of the California State Department of Public 
Health. Many difficulties related to the problem were 
clarified during the five hours of discussion, particu- 
larly the power of the local health officer and his key 
position in the enforcement of isolation of the unruly 
infectious tuberculous. While the officials in attend- 
ance upon the conference represented a wide diversity 

of interest, there was general agreement that action 
must be taken to prevent the continued contact of 
infectious tuberculosis cases with individuals who may 
not be immune to this disease. 


RODENT SURVEYS IN MILITARY AREAS 


At the request of military authorities, rodent plague 
surveys were conducted during March in airports, 
rifle ranges, flying fields, military camps, marine 
bases, naval hospitals, training stations, supply depots 
and many other areas of military and naval signifi- 
cance. These were located in 14 counties of the State 
from San Diego in the south to Sacramento in the 
north. 

In connection with the continued rodent plague 
survey conducted throughout the State, 6,000 animals 
were collected during March, in none of which _— 
was demonstrated. 


VENEREAL DISEASES IN COLORED TROOPS 
AND WAR WORKERS 
There is an indication that the great influx of col- 
ored troops and colored industrial war workers into 
California is producing an effect upon the venereal 
disease morbidity rate for the State. During January 
and February, out of 528 reported cases of primary 
and secondary syphilis in which the race was stated, 


28 per cent was among Negroes. Of 3,078 cases of | 


gonorrhea reported during the same period, and in 


which the race was stated, 22 per cent was among 


Negroes. It is not definitely known, but it is gener- 
ally presumed, that the Negro population of Califor- 
nia is not more than 8 per cent of the total population. 

Evidence has been obtained that there is not a suf- 
ficient number of qualified Negro physicians in the 
State to treat venereal diseases in private practice 
among civilians. Clinics must relax eligibility quali- 
fications for this group of patients, the majority of 


whom are employed ; otherwise, the further spread of 


venereal diseases in these people will not be con- 
trolled. More intensive activities in epidemiologic 
investigations and in education by health departments 
are indicated. 


CARE FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN 


March was an active period in the provision of 
relief for physically handicapped children. Five 
diagnostic clinies and five clinics for children with 
heart disease were conducted during the month. The 
diagnostic clinics for crippled children were held in 
Nevada City, Auburn, San Luis Obispo, Redding and 


Lakeport. Cardiac clinics were held in Pittsburg, 


Oakland, Richmond, Fairfield, and Dixon. During 
the month, 44 children were accepted for care, of 
which number 25 were accepted through the State 
Crippled Children’s Act and 19 were accepted for 
treatment through the use of Federal funds. 


SANITATION ALONG HIGHWAYS 


Even with restricted motor travel, the sanitation of 
highway eating places and service stations is of first 
importance because of the extensive movement of 
military personnel. During March, particular atten- 
tion was paid to highways radiating from Sacramento 
and into the Mother Lode region. A total of 48 eating 
places were inspected, with imsanitary conditions 
found in only two such places. Out of 31 service sta- 
tions inspected, only one showed grossly insanitary 
conditions. Proprietors of highway eating places and 
Service stations, in general, are maintaining clean 
places of business, in spite of restricted civilian travel 
and labor difficulties. 
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MORBIDITY* 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 
Ending April 17, 1943 

Chickenpox 

1633 cases from the following counties: Alameda 161, Butte 1, 
Contra Costa 23, Fresno 21, Kern 35, Kings 15 Lassen a Los 
Angeles 416, Madera 17, Marin 13, Mendocino 12, Merced 10, Modoc 
9, Monterey 7, Napa 16, Orange 84, Riverside 6, Sacramento 51, 
San Bernardino 26, San Diego 240, San Francisco "955, San J oaquin 
42, San Luis Obispo 3, San Mateo 32, Santa Barbara 24, Santa 
Clara 20, Santa Cruz 10, Shasta 1, Siskiyou 2, Solano 42, Sonoma 
yy Stanislaus 3, Sutter i. Tulare 13, Yolo 2, Yuba 2. 


German Measles 
1832 cases from the following counties: Alameda 192, Gantra 


Costa 21, Fresno 26, Humboldt 30, Kern 8, Kings 3, Los Angeles 
—- 630, Madera 2, Marin 19, Merced 2. Modoc 6, Monterey 8, Napa l, 
Orange 146, Riverside 28, Sacramento 19, San Bernardino 39, San 


Diego 271, San Francisco 186, San Joaquin 35, San Luis Obispo 8, 
San Mateo 10, Santa Barbara 17, Santa Clara 28, Santa Cruz 14, | 
Solano 10, Sonoma 18, Stanislaus , § — 6, Ventura 37, Yolo 11. 


941 case from the following counties: Alameda 96, Butte 1, 
Colusa 1, Contra Costa 7, Fresno 16, Inyo 1, Kern 9, Kings 5, Las- 
sen l, Los Angeles 316, Madera 1, Marin 9. Mendocino 10, Merced 
2, Modoc 53, Monterey 10, Napa 12, Orange 4, Riverside 29, Sacra- 
mento 32, San Bernardino 22, San Diego 88, San Francisco 91, San 
Joaquin 9, San Luis Obispo 9, San Mateo 8, Santa Clara 17, Shasta 
a Solano 63, Sonoma 5, Stanislaus 1, Sutter 4, Ventura ‘4, Cali- 

orn a 


Mumps 

908 cases from the following counties: Alameda 72, re Costa 
16, Fresno 26, Glenn 1, Humboldt 18, Kern 12, Kings ° 39, Los 
Angeles 207, Madera 1, Marin 2, Mendocino 12, Merced 10, Modoc 
3, Monterey 2, Napa 26, Orange 71, Riverside 9, Sacramento 9, San 


- Bernardino 16, San Diego 103, San Francisco 95, San Joaquin 95, 


San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo 19, Santa Clara 26, Santa Cruz 3. 
Shasta 1, Solano 4, Sonoma 2, Stanislaus 4, Yolo 2. | 


Scariet Fever 

139 cases from the following counties: Alameda 10, Contra is 
1, Fresno 2, Kings 1, Los Angeles 52, Napa 5, Orange 4, Sacra- 
mento 5, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 15, San Francisco 17, San 
Joaquin ce San Mateo 2, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara 11, Solano D, 
Sonoma 2. Ventura 1, Yolo 1. 


Whooping Cough 

426 cases from the following counties: Alameda 28, Contra Costa 
3, Fresno 12, Humboldt 1, Kern 7, Kings 1, Los Angeles 136, 
Madera 1, Merced 6, Modoc 4, Monterey 3, Orange 27, Sacramento 
8, San Bernardino a San Diego 68, San Francisco 43, San Joaquin 
29. San Luis Obispo 5, San Mateo 4, Santa Barbara 9, Santa Clara 


ey © Santa Cruz 1, Solano 9, Sonoma 1, Stanislaus 6, Sutter 1, Tulare 


4. Ventura 2, Yolo 3, Yuba 3. 


Diphtheria | 
6 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 2, 


Orange 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 1. 


Epilepsy | 
88 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 31, Orange 1, 
Sacramento 3, San Francisco 2, San Joaquin l. 


 Coccidioidal Granuloma 


One case from Kern County. | 


Diarrhea of Newborn (Epidemic) 
6 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
2 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Encephalitis (Infectious) 
One case from Kings County. 


Food Poisoning 
18 cases from the following counties: Los ‘Apgoles 3, San 
Joaquin 15. 


Influenza (Epidemic) 
37 cases reported in the State. 


* Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed herein, 
may be obtained upon request. 

** Cases charged to ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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Meningitis (Meningococcic) 


27 cases from the followin counties: Alameda 3, Los Angeles 
12, Mendocino 2, Monterey 1, Riverside 1, San Francisco 5, Shasta 
i ‘Stanislaus 1, Yuba 1 : 


Pneumonia (Infectious) 
73 cases reported in the State. 


Poliomyelitis (Acute Anterior) 


5 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 4, Sacra- 
mento 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


15 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 11, San 
Diego 4. 


Rheumatic Fever (Acute) 


8 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Glenn 1, Los. 
Angeles 6. 


Tetanus 
One case from Los Angeles County. 


Typhoid Fever 
One case from Alameda County. 


Undulant Fever 


4 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 1, Madera 1, 
San Luis Obispo 1, Sutter 


Gonorrhea 
404 cases reported in the State. . 


Syphilis 
1228 cases reported in the State. 


HOW PNEUMONIA MAY SPREAD 


A group of five cases of pneumonia in a single fam- 
ily was investigated during March. All had a typical 
pneumonia, suggestive of the virus type. Blood speci- 
mens from the patients were examined in the State 
virus laboratory. The first patient became ill Decem- 
ber 1, 1942. After he had been ill three days, his 
mother took care of him. On December 19th, the 
mother became ill and remained at home for a week 


before hospitalization. Her daughter took care of her 
at home and on January 5th the daughter became ill 


and a niece was exposed. On February Ist, the niece 
became ill and on February 25th her sister was taken 
sick. This is a good example of the infectious type of 
pneumonia which in this instance was undoubtedly 
a virus type of infection. 


NEW HEALTH OFFICER APPOINTED 


Dr. Concessa Craviotto has been appointed Health 
Officer of Oroville, succeeding Dr. Charles Benninger. — 
In March, 1948, Dr. Dean Eldon Hart was appointed 
Health Officer of the City of Emeryville, succeeding 
Dr. Charles Newell Mell. Dr. James L. Faulkner has 
replaced.Dr. R. G. Frey as Health Officer of Red Bluff. 
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